· Governing question: You have spent a year studying Western Civilization. What made all those texts, societies, and events parts of one civilization?

· Why this matters: Different connections produce different accounts of the West.

· Key principle: Each narrative will leave something important out

1) Place. The West is the United States and its European inheritance. Problem: that inheritance extends beyond Western Europe.
2) Lineage. The West is a line of descent from Mesopotamia through Greece, Jerusalem, Rome, Latin Christendom, and Europe to the United States. Problem: the genealogy is not distinctive.
3) Conversation. The West is a powerful package of ideas and recurring arguments. Problem: those ideas have been realized, contested and remade far beyond Europe.
4) Institution. The West is the story of Catholicism. Problem: these institutions are not distinctively Western.
PROVISIONAL RESPONSE: BEING MADE DOES NOT MEAN BEING FAKE
1) The West is a constructed but consequential inheritance of texts, institutions, arguments, and power.
2) It was formed within Europe and through Europe's encounters with the wider world.
3) Our goal is to move through different stories and draw on different narratives to build a more nuanced view of what different accounts of Western Civilization communicate.
