Op-Ed Assignment Due: October 23, 2026 at Midnight.
An Op-ed is (From the NYTimes):
· A place for experts to share knowledge and offer illuminating counterarguments: Where experts can present findings, highlight problems and propose solutions to the public and to one another. Economists, lawyers, doctors, teachers, psychologists, playwrights and many others may have expertise on a given topic that can advance an important argument.
· First-person accounts: Where everyday people can share their experiences in their own words, often coupled with reporting or research, in a way that compels readers to see the world in a different light.
· A platform for public officials: Where public officials can make their case, explain their position or tell their stories. Because these individuals already have significant platforms, their essays are held to especially high standards and offer readers newsworthy insight.
Assignment:
Write a 1,000-word opinion essay that uses DWC 201 readings to help an interested, intelligent, but nonspecialist public understand and judge a contemporary issue. Defend a specific, debatable claim. Engage substantially with assigned texts from at least two different course themes, and explain how their arguments, historical contexts, or literary representations illuminate your issue. Identify an important limit to the comparison: what differs between the historical situation and the present one?
Do not assume that your reader has taken this course. Explain unfamiliar terms and provide the context needed to follow your argument. Make clear why the issue matters and what you want your reader to reconsider or do.
Rubric:
An “A-paper” Will:
(1) Focus on a contemporary issue with clear ties to the course’s themes and have a clear, evidence-based, and original argument that matters to an interested, intelligent, but nonspecialist public.
(2) Engage substantially with assigned texts from at least two different course themes. Explain the relationship between those themes rather than simply mentioning each one.
(3) Incorporate at least two primary and two secondary sources. Assigned texts may count toward these requirements. Include credible evidence about the contemporary issue.
(4) Provide close analysis of selected passages. Explain how the words, images, distinctions, or claims support your interpretation and argument. Use quotations purposefully; a quotation does not speak for itself.
(5) Consider at least one serious counterargument, represent it fairly, and offer a reasoned response.
(6) Be 1,000 words, excluding footnotes, the bibliography, and any AI disclosure or chat logs.
(7) Have a clear and concise introduction, body, and conclusion. Explain unfamiliar concepts and necessary historical context without assuming familiarity with the course content.
(8) Have an outline and first draft completed before the final submission. Turn in the first draft on or before October 16 at 11:59 p.m. and the final paper, with significant revisions based on feedback, on or before October 23, 2026 at midnight.
(9) Have footnotes and a bibliography in Chicago style. Cite quotations, paraphrases, and borrowed ideas or information. The bibliography is not part of the word count.
Sources: Primary sources provide material you analyze directly, such as laws, letters, speeches, or literary works. Secondary sources offer scholarly interpretation or analysis. A novel can be a primary literary source without serving as direct testimony about every historical event it represents.
AI use: Follow the syllabus. AI may be used for brainstorming or idea generation, but not to compose course work. If you use it, acknowledge the use, identify the app, and include the relevant chat logs with your paper. Submit the paper to the appropriate Canvas Assignment.
Possible topics: Civilizational clashes, activism and the Catholic Church, education and censorship, African and Irish diasporas, medical discrimination, reparations for slavery, settler colonialism, imperialism and neocolonialism, national and racial identity, and Puerto Rican independence. Approval of a topic is not required but recommended.
